
How to Refer a Patient



How to refer to Craniofacial

• Some craniofacial conditions can be treated with early surgery before 
about 5 months of age.

• For this option to be available early referral should be made 

• If you have concerns about the shape of a baby’s head, take a look at 
our short videos as a guide to who needs referral.

• If after watching the videos, you think referral is appropriate here is 
the process….

• If you are a parent, you can show this to your GP.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4zniovSeRnAqrtdrwFHZcKfgCUZi1UDy


Refer DIRECTLY to Craniofacial

• Traditionally, NHS patients would 
be referred sequentially up a 
hierarchy of specialism

• This is time consuming and 
hinders or prevents early 
treatment

• We are keen that patients 
bypass the normal pathway and 
are referred directly
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Any problems:  contact craniofacial@alderhey.nhs.uk
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Photos can really help us 
to triage a referral 
appropriately.

These can be taken by 
family on any camera 
including a phone.
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